SET DOWN THE LAST BOX of Christmas decorations I'd
carried in from the garage. There was so much decorating to do, | ' .%”vy g" Jz(nyne,wy Jnow
but I wasn’t up for any of it. Christmas had always been Mom’s E T : "
favorite holiday, and this would be our first without her. I wasn’t
sure how I’d make it through.

Where to start? I spotted the box that held our “Twelve Days of
Christmas” glasses. Each one showed a design that illustrated a
verse of the Christmas carol. I always knew
Christmastime had officially begun when
Mom pulled those out.

The glasses themselves had become as
much a family holiday tradition as singing
the song. The tradition dated to our trav-
els from California to my aunt’s in Pennsyl-
vania the year I was seven years old. It
was a Christmas to remember. We divvied , ) p
up the verses of “The Twelve Days of ; Don’t miss this han
Christmas” to sing in rounds, and Mom
was assigned the fifth day. When it was
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the glass for the fifth day of Christmas, I begged Mom to sing her
line. She’d wave her arm as she had on the trip long ago and
deliver a showstopping performance. We couldn’t help but burst
into a fit of laughter together.

I sat down to unpack the Christmas glasses, this time without
her. I miss you so much, Mom, I thought. I pulled out one of the
wrapped glasses and removed the packing paper. It was the glass
with five golden rings. My Christmas had begun.
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