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TOP 
LAWYERS

NEED LEGAL ADVICE? WE’VE GOT 
YOU COVERED WITH THIS YEAR’S LIST.

We sometimes wonder how lawyers maintain decent self-esteem.  

After all, no one ever wants to retain the services of a lawyer. But  

boy, if you need a lawyer, you want the best you can find! (And afford.) 

We can help. Every year, Sacramento Magazine contracts with Profes-

sional Research Services, which asks Sacramento area attorneys to 

nominate three colleagues they would recommend in their area of law. 

All nominees are reviewed to ensure they have up-to-date licenses 

and are in good standing with The State Bar of California. Those who 

receive the highest number of votes make the list. 

Along with publishing the list of Top Lawyers, every year Sacra-

mento Magazine profiles a few of the top lawyers from the list.  

Specialties include personal injury, immigration, criminal defense 

and litigation. This year, we asked our picks to answer questions 

about why they chose their area of law, a funny thing that happened 

to them professionally, what’s on their bucket list and advice they 

would give to their younger selves. The questions are lighthearted in 

nature but intended to give you a sense of who the person is inside 

and outside of the courtroom. (Provided they go to a courtroom.) We 

hope you don’t need a lawyer if you don’t want one, but if you do, we 

hope this list will be of service to you.

Sidebars by ELENA M. MACALUSO  
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Jaclyn Powell   
SMITH MCDOWELL & POWELL,  
A LAW CORPORATION
PRACTICE AREA : Business and  
Real Estate Law

I KNEW I WANTED TO BE A LAWYER WHEN:   
I worked in my father’s law firm as a teenager.

I CHOSE THIS AREA OF LAW BECAUSE:  
I wanted to help small businesses. It is really 
fulfilling to be there for a small business in  
the best of times and the worst of times. 

THE FUNNIEST THING THAT EVER  
HAPPENED TO ME PROFESSIONALLY: My 
kids and dogs have frequent appearances  
on Zoom meetings. At this point, I think every-
one just expects it and they are disappointed 
when they don’t show up. 

MY FIRST JOB WAS: Children’s tutor. 

IF I WASN’T A LAW YER, I WOULD BE A: 
Therapist. A big portion of my job involves 
working through people’s feelings, so I get a 
lot of practice. 

BESIDES MY FAMILY, THE THREE THINGS  
I LOVE THE MOST ARE: Dogs, books  
and coffee. 

I UNWIND FROM A LONG DAY BY: Snuggling 
with my kids.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE I WOULD GIVE TO MY 
YOUNGER SELF IS: Don’t rush to adulthood. 
It’s a trap.

ALTERNATIVE 
DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION 
Melissa Blair Aliotti 
Judicate West 

Cecily Bond 
JAMS 

Edward J. Corey Jr. 
Weintraub Tobin 

Ben Davidian 
JAMS 

Kenneth D. Harris 
Law Office of Kenneth D. Harris 

Ernest A. Long 
Ernest A. Long ADR 

Nicholas Kirk Lowe 
Law Offices of Nicholas K. Lowe 

Stephen J. Meyer 
Downey Brand LLP 

Julia Perkovich 
Perkovich Law Office 

David L. Perrault 
Judicate West 

Donald R. Person 
JAMS 

Bret R. Rossi 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Daniel I. Spector 
Law Office of Daniel I. Spector 

Bradley S. Thomas 
Judicate West 

Russ J. Wunderli 
Judicate West 

Daniel Yamshon 
Daniel Yamshon Arbitration  
& Mediation 

APPELLATE 
Brendan J. Begley 
Weintraub Tobin 

Harry W.R. Chamberlain II 
Buchalter, APC 

Michael E. Chase 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Jay-Allen Eisen 
Downey Brand LLP 

Stephanie J. Finelli 
Law Office of Stephanie J. Finelli 

Alexandra K. LaFountain 
Downey Brand LLP 

Sheila Wirkus Pendergast 
Sheila Pendergast Law Corp

C. Athena Roussos 
C. Athena Roussos, Esq. 

John A. Whitesides 
Angelo, Kilday & Kilduff  
Attorneys at Law 

ARBITRATION 
Melissa Blair Aliotti 
Judicate West 

BANKING & 
FINANCIAL SERVICE 
Gary L. Bradus 
Weintraub Tobin 

James K. Dyer Jr. 
Buchalter, APC 

Gabriel P. Herrera 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Benjamin M. Heuer 
Buchalter, APC 

Gregg D. Josephson 
Buchalter, APC 

Douglas H. Kraft 
Gavrilov & Brooks 

Robert S. McWhorter 
Buchalter, APC 

Jarrett S. Osborne-Revis 
Buchalter, APC 

Ian A. Rambarran 
Klinedinst PC 

Bret Rudell Rossi 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

BANKRUPTCY AND 
CREDITOR/DEBTOR 
Bashar Ahmad 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Joe Angelo 
Gale Angelo Johnson  
& Patrick PC

J. Russell Cunningham 
Desmond, Nolan,  
Livaich & Cunningham 

Jamie P. Dreher 
Downey Brand LLP 

Daniel L. Egan 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

Gabriel P. Herrera 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Val Loumber 
Gavrilov & Brooks 

Mo Mokarram 
Mo Mokarram, Attorney at Law 

Thomas G. Mouzes 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Jarrett Osborne-Revis 
Buchalter, APC 

Paul J. Pascuzzi 
Felderstein Fitzgerald  
Willoughby Pascuzzi & Rios LLP 

Thomas R. Phinney 
Felderstein Fitzgerald  
Willoughby Pascuzzi & Rios LLP 

Jennifer L. Pruski 
Trainor Fairbrook 

Jason E. Rios 
Felderstein Fitzgerald  
Willoughby Pascuzzi & Rios LLP 

Bret Rudell Rossi 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Steven Williamson 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

Thomas A. Willoughby 
Felderstein Fitzgerald  
Willoughby Pascuzzi & Rios LLP 

BUSINESS 
LITIGATION 
Bashar Ahmad 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Islam M. Ahmad 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

Annie S. Amaral 
Downey Brand LLP 

Meghan M. Baker 
Downey Brand LLP 

Dale C. Campbell 
Weintraub Tobin 

Bradley C. Carroll 
Downey Brand LLP 

Eliezer Cohen 
Gavrilov & Brooks 

Kevin T. Collins 
Buchalter, APC 

Wesley Ehlers 
Ehlers Law Corporation 

Joshua H. Escovedo 
Buchalter, APC
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Monica Hans Folsom 
Delfino Madden O’Malley  
Coyle & Koewler LLP 

Ognian A. Gavrilov 
Gavrilov & Brooks 

Louis A. Gonzalez Jr. 
Weintraub Tobin 

Kurt A. Kappes 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Bradley A. McDowell 
Smith, McDowell & Powell,  
A Law Corporation 

Michael Muse-Fisher 
Buchalter, APC 

Port J. Parker 
Parker Taylor Law Group 

Bruce A. Scheidt 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

C. Jason Smith 
Smith McDowell & Powell 

Daniel S. Stouder 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Robert D. Swanson 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Myles G. Taylor 
Parker Taylor Law Group 

William R. Warne 
Downey Brand LLP

Adrian J. Webber 
Reynolds Tilbury Woodward LLP 

BUSINESS/
CORPORATE 
Justin M. Borrowdale 
Weintraub Tobin 

Gary L. Bradus 
Weintraub Tobin 

Leah C. Capranica 
Parker Taylor Law Group 

Sheila Lamb Carroll 
Carroll & Associates, PC 

Ian Carter 
Carter West 

Christopher Chediak 
Weintraub Tobin 

Anna V. Crivelli 
Buchalter, APC 

Mike De Angelis 
Weintraub Tobin 

Melanie De Marco 
BPE Law Group, PC  

Chris Delfino 
Delfino Madden O’Malley  
Coyle & Koewler LLP 

D. Keith B. Dunnagan 
BPE Law Group, PC 

James K. Dyer Jr. 
Buchalter, APC 

Michelle Rowe Hallsten 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Steven B. Hymas II 
Downey Brand LLP 

Michael K. Iwahiro 
The Burton Law Firm 

Elizabeth Leet Jackson 
Delfino Madden O’Malley  
Coyle & Koewler LLP 

Gregg D. Josephson 
Buchalter, APC 

C. Kevin Kelso 
Weintraub Tobin 

Jeffrey M. Koewler 
Delfino Madden O’Malley  
Coyle & Koewler LLP 

Stephen K. Marmaduke 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

Dennis E. Michaels 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Iain Mickle 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

John Oehmke 
Downey Brand LLP 

Jonathan W. Peters 
The Burton Law Firm 

Jaclyn L. Powell 
Smith, McDowell & Powell,  
A Law Corporation 

R. Shane Quigley 
Parker Taylor Law Group 

Kristina M. Reed 
Law Office of Kristina M. Reed 

Silvio Reggiardo III 
Downey Brand LLP 

Christopher L. Russell 
Stoel Rives LLP 

Robert Sanders 
Robert Sanders,  
Attorney at Law 

Eric W. Spears 
Murphy Austin Adams 
Schoenfeld LLP 

B.J. Susich 
Murphy Austin Adams  
Schoenfeld LLP 

Myles G. Taylor 
Parker Taylor Law Group 

Belan K. Wagner 
Wagner Kirkman Blaine 
Klomparens & Youmans LLP 

Ashley West 
Carter West 

Douglas L. Youmans 
Wagner Kirkman Blaine 
Klomparens & Youmans LLP 

CLASS ACTION/ 
MASS TORTS 
Clayeo C. Arnold 
Arnold Law Firm 

Ian J. Barlow 
Kershaw Cook & Talley 

Andrew Bluth 
Singleton Schreiber 

William A. Kershaw 
Kershaw Cook & Talley 

John R. Parker 
Cutter Law PC

Chris Rodriguez 
Singleton Schreiber 

Stuart C. Talley 
Kershaw Cook & Talley 

COMMERCIAL LAW 
Benjamin M. Heuer 
Buchalter, APC 

CONSTRUCTION 
J. Scott Alexander 
Murphy Austin Adams  
Schoenfeld LLP 

Jennifer L. Dauer 
Diepenbrock Elkin Dauer 
McCandless LLP 

Eileen M. Diepenbrock 
Diepenbrock Elkin Dauer 
McCandless LLP 

John D. Fairbrook 
Trainor Fairbrook 

Sean J. Filippini 
Downey Brand LLP 

Daniel J. Foster 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

David A. Frenznick 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

George A. Guthrie 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

Karen L. Jacobsen 
Jacobsen McElroy PC 

Christopher Miles Kolkey 
Downey Brand LLP 

Scott D. McElhern 
Downey Brand LLP 

Lisa D. Nicolls 
Murphy Austin Adams  
Schoenfeld LLP 

William L. Porter 
Porter Law Group, Inc. 

John S. Poulos 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard  
& Smith LLP 

Jessica A. Robison 
Trainor Fairbrook 

Matthew R. Schoech 
Schoech Law Group, PC 

D. Michael Schoenfeld 
Murphy Austin Adams  
Schoenfeld LLP 

Kenneth I. Schumaker 
Murphy Austin Adams  
Schoenfeld LLP 

Daniel M. Steinberg 
Weintraub Tobin 

Sean Thomas-Thompson 
O’Connor Thompson  
McDonough Klotsche LLP 

Treven I. Tilbury 
Reynolds Tilbury Woodward LLP 

Matthew J. Weber 
Downey Brand LLP 

Arthur G. Woodward 
Reynolds Tilbury  
Woodward LLP 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE: 
NON-WHITE-COLLAR 
John J. Casey III 
Law Offices of John J. Casey III 

Michael Lawrence 
Chastaine 
Chastaine Jones 

Isaac W. Choy Jr. 
Law Office of Isaac W. Choy, Jr.  

Alison L. Cohen 
Cohen Defense Group 

Eric Hintz 
Law Offices of Eric H. Hintz 

Joseph A. Hoffman 
Law Offices of Hoffman  
& Hoffman 

Jason R. Holley 
Holley Defense Law Offices 

Martin Jones 
Chastaine Jones 

Emily S. Koehler 
Law Offices of Emily S. Koehler 

Zachary Merliss 
Cohen Defense Group 

Joshua A. Olander 
Mastagni Holstedt, APC 

William J. Portanova 
Portanova & Associates 

Mark Reichel 
Law Office of Mark Reichel 

Joel Weinstein 
Mastagni Holstedt, APC

Michael J. Wise 
Wise Law Group 

Barry Alan Zimmerman 
Cohen Defense Group 

CRIMINAL DEFENSE: 
WHITE-COLLAR 
Kresta Daly 
Barth Daly LLP 

Alan Donato 
Donato Legal Group 

Candice Lynn Fields 
Candice Fields Law 

Susan Gellman 
Cohen Defense Group 

Jennifer Mouzis    
MOUZIS CRIMINAL DEFENSE
PRACTICE AREA : Criminal Defense 

I KNEW I WANTED TO BE A LAW YER : When I 
was 8 years old. My dad thought I would be a 
good lawyer. Twenty years later, I was sworn in 
as a member of the bar. 

I CHOSE THIS AREA OF LAW BECAUSE : The 
criminal justice system impacts everyone in our 
community and I wanted to be a positive force  
in an often difficult and impactful system. 

MY FIRST JOB WAS : Working at a neighborhood 
restaurant stemming strawberries for their pies. 

IF I WASN’T A LAW YER, I WOULD BE : A sociolo-
gist. I would love to study isolated populations. 

I UNWIND FROM A LONG DAY BY: Cooking. 
Cooking has always been a comfort to me in 
times of stress. Focusing on making others 
happy, even with a good meal, makes me forget 
the stresses of the day.  

ONE OF THE ITEMS ON MY BUCKET LIST IS : To 
explore China, including sailing down the Yang-
tze River and walking on the Great Wall of China. 

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE I WOULD GIVE TO MY 
YOUNGER SELF IS : Not to allow others to define 
my goals, abilities or moral compass. 
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Carissa Beecham    
KRONICK MOSKOVITZ  
TIEDEMANN & GIRARD
PRACTICE AREA : Environmental and  
Natural Resources, Land Use and Water Law

I KNEW I WANTED TO BE A LAW YER WHEN: 
A partner from my first firm job told me very 
confidently that I, too, was a litigator; he was 
right. I then gravitated toward the attorneys 
and clients in the environmental and land use 
space—all working to build a better future. I 
landed in water, where I work with the bright-
est and most ambitious people tackling some 
of the toughest issues in California. 

THE FUNNIEST THING THAT EVER HAP-
PENED TO ME PROFESSIONALLY:  Was when 
opposing counsel read my name into the 
record with a short “i” instead of a long “e.”

MY FIRST JOB WAS : An intern for local gov-
ernment lobbyist Don Peterson. I would write 
advocacy letters in the morning and sneak 
him Jim-Denny’s at lunch.

BESIDES MY FAMILY, THE THREE THINGS I 
LOVE THE MOST ARE : Live music, good food 
and dressing up.

I UNWIND FROM A LONG DAY BY:  Going for a 
run through our midtown neighborhood listen-
ing to French pop.

ONE OF THE ITEMS ON MY BUCKET LIST: 
Was checked off for my 40th birthday when I 
took my two children and mother to Paris for 
a week and then my husband and I danced 
through Greece.

Patrick K. Hanly 
Law Offices of Patrick K. Hanly 

Thomas A. Johnson 
Law Office of  
Thomas A. Johnson 

Jennifer Mouzis 
Mouzis Criminal Defense 

Todd A. Pickles 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

William J. Portanova 
Portanova & Associates 

Malcolm Segal 
Segal & Associates, PC 

EMINENT DOMAIN 
William T. Chisum 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Gary Livaich 
Desmond, Nolan,  
Livaich & Cunningham 

Brian Manning 
Desmond, Nolan,  
Livaich & Cunningham 

Kristen Renfro 
Desmond, Nolan,  
Livaich & Cunningham 

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
Jeff Chang 
Best Best & Krieger  
Attorneys at Law 

Wendy Gilligan 
Employee Benefits  
Law Group PC 

Jenni Krengel 
Buchalter, APC 

James Nelson 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Marcel Weiland 
Employee Benefits  
Law Group PC 

EMPLOYMENT  
& LABOR 
Ryan E. Abernethy 
Weintraub Tobin 

Christopher Alvarez 
Fisher & Phillips LLP 

Ellen Arabian-Lee 
Arabian-Lee Law Corporation 

Meagan D. Bainbridge 
Weintraub Tobin 

Brittany V. Berzin 
Shimoda & Rodriguez Law, PC 

J. Edward Brooks 
Gavrilov & Brooks 

Christina Bucci Hamilton 
Duggan Law Corporation 

Carolyn G. Burnette 
Jackson Lewis PC

Corey J. Cabral 
CDF Labor Law LLP 

Philip Chan 
Buchalter, APC 

Lukas Clary 
Weintraub Tobin 

Katherine (Katie)  
A. Collins 
Weintraub Tobin 

Daniel J. Coyle 
Delfino Madden O’Malley  
Coyle & Koewler LLP 

Sean D. Currin  
Mastagni Holstedt, APC

Anthony J. DeCristoforo 
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash,  
Smoak & Stewart, PC

Jennifer E. Duggan 
Duggan Law Corporation 

Gage C. Dungy 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Leslie D. Ellis 
Ellis Investigations  
Law Corporation 

Cassandra M. Ferrannini 
Downey Brand LLP 

Kevin A. Flautt 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Jeffrey D. Fulton 
Law Office of Jeffrey D. Fulton 

Jason H. Jasmine 
Messing Adam & Jasmine LLP 

Carolee G. Kilduff 
Angelo, Kilday & Kilduff  
Attorneys at Law 

Timothy Long 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Kimberly A. Lucia 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Jennifer Randlett Madden 
Delfino Madden O’Malley  
Coyle & Koewler LLP 

David E. Mastagni 
Mastagni Holstedt, APC

Kathleen N.  
Mastagni Storm 
Mastagni Holstedt, APC

James E. McGlamery 
Law Offices of  
James E. McGlamery 

Laura C. McHugh 
Duggan Law Corporation 

Alex Medina 
Medina McKelvey LLP 

Connor W. Olson 
CWO-Law 

Christopher Onstott 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Lissa Oshei 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Charles L. Post 
Weintraub Tobin 

Robert L. Rediger 
Rediger Labor Law LLP 

Robert Sarkisian 
Stoel Rives LLP 

Jill L. Schubert 
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash,  
Smoak & Stewart, PC

Jennifer Shaw 
Shaw Law Group, PC 

Mark S. Spring 
CDF Labor Law LLP 

Elizabeth B. Stallard 
Downey Brand LLP 

Bruce M. Timm 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

David W. Tyra 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Joel M. Van Parys 
CDF Labor Law LLP 

Jacqueline N. Vu 
Buchalter, APC 

Kelsey A. Webber 
Weber Law Group 

Benjamin L. Webster 
Littler Mendelson PC

Liz ”Beth” V. West 
Weintraub Tobin 

Christopher F. Wohl 
Palmer Kazanjian  
Wohl Hodson LLP
 

ENERGY & NATURAL 
RESOURCES 
Joshua L. Baker 
Day Carter & Murphy LLP 

Andrew B. Brown 
Ellison Schneider Harris  
& Donlan LLP 

Robert E. Donlan 
Ellison Schneider Harris  
& Donlan LLP 

Jedediah J. Gibson 
Downey Brand LLP 

Jeffery D. Harris 
Ellison Schneider Harris  
& Donlan LLP 

Jonathan Kendrick 
Buchalter, APC 

Michael N. Mills 
Stoel Rives LLP 

Scott A. Morris 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Meredith E. Nikkel 
Downey Brand LLP 

Gwenneth O’Hara 
Buchalter, APC 

Heraclio Pimentel Jr. 
Stoel Rives LLP 

Eric N. Robinson 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Rebecca R.A. Smith 
Downey Brand LLP 

Ann L. Trowbridge 
Day Carter & Murphy LLP 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
Carissa M. Beecham 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Christina Berglund 
Remy Moose Manley, LLP 

Mona G. Ebrahimi 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Elizabeth P. Ewens 
Stoel Rives LLP 

Steven H. Goldberg 
Downey Brand LLP 

Nicole E. Granquist 
Downey Brand LLP 

Jennifer Hartman King 
Hartman King PC 

Janelle S.H. Krattiger 
Stoel Rives LLP 

Alanna Lungren 
Hartman King PC 
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Andrea A. Matarazzo 
Pioneer Law Group LLP 

Osha Meserve 
Soluri Meserve 

James Grether Moose 
Remy Moose Manley, LLP 

Daniel J. O’Hanlon 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Eric N. Robinson 
Kronick Moskovitz  
Tiedemann & Girard 

Rebecca R.A. Smith 
Downey Brand LLP 

Stuart L. Somach 
Somach Simmons & Dunn 

Robert P. Soran 
Downey Brand LLP 

Timothy M. Taylor 
Stoel Rives LLP 

Tiffany K. Wright 
Remy Moose Manley, LLP 

ESTATE PLANNING  
& PROBATE 
Elise S.F. Baker 
Placer Law Group, APC 

Stacey K. Brennan 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Kay U. Brooks 
Weintraub Tobin 

Penelope R. Brown 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Kimberly Buchholz 
Law Office of  
Kimberly Buchholz 

Jeb U. Burton 
The Burton Law Firm 

Kristin N. Capritto 
Downey Brand LLP 

Janet Z. Chediak 
Weintraub Tobin 

Donna L. Courville 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Tyler Dahl 
Law Office of Tyler Q. Dahl 

Kelly E. Dankbar 
Weintraub Tobin 

Danielle F. Diebert 
Weintraub Tobin 

Benjamin Fox 
Huber Fox, PC 

Margaret Heiser Fulton 
Fulton Law 

Jeffrey S. Galvin 
Downey Brand LLP 

Kimberly Garner 
Garner Law 

Alexandria Goff 
Goff Legal, PC 

Edward W. Goldkuhl 
Goldkuhl, LLP 

Jenni L. Harmon 
Wagner Kirkman Blaine 
Klomparens & Youmans LLP 

Elliott M. Harry 
Law Office of Tyler Q. Dahl 

Tyson E. Hubbard 
Downey Brand LLP 

Jonathan P. Huber 
Huber Fox, PC

N. Aaron Johnson 
Meissner Joseph Palley  
& Ruggles, Inc. 

Heather Johnston 
Sapphire Law Group 

Daniel C. Kim 
Weintraub Tobin 

Gina L. Lera 
Lera Tiberini PC 

L. Stuart List 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Grey R. Lund 
Buchalter, APC 

Alexis G. Ortega 
The Burton Law Firm 

Bryan Phipps 
Buchalter, APC 

Jarom Phipps 
Buchalter, APC 

Tracy M. Potts 
Legacy Law Group 

Silvio Reggiardo III 
Downey Brand LLP 

Hannah A. Shakin 
Downey Brand LLP 

Kent W. Silvester 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Colin T. Smith 
The Law Offices of  
Colin T. Smith 

Trevor L. Stapleton 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

Carlena L. Tapella 
Weintraub Tobin 

Kathleen (Kate) C. Willcox 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Michael Yee 
Yee Law Group, PC 

FAMILY 
Tiffany L. Andrews 
Law Office of Tiffany  
L. Andrews, PC

Beth M. Appelsmith 
Beth M. Appelsmith 

Alexandra A. Baron 
Baron Family Law 

Hal D. Bartholomew 
Bartholomew & Wasznicky LLP 

Sally Callahan 
The Law Offices of  
Sally K. Callahan, PC

Christy M. Carlisle 
The Carlisle Law Firm, APC 

Fredrick S. Cohen 
Law Offices of Fredrick S. Cohen 

Kristine S. Cummings 
Law Office of Kristine  
S. Cummings 

Dianne M. Fetzer 
The Law Offices of  
Dianne M. Fetzer 

Neil M.E. Forester 
Forester Family Law PC 

Melissa J. Harman 
Purcell Stowell PC 

Jennifer Hemmer 
Hemmer & Barr LLP 

Charlotte L. Keeley 
Keeley Family Law 

Victoria S. Linder 
Law Offices of  
Victoria S. Linder, PC 

Bobby P. Luna 
The Law Offices of Bobby P. Luna 

Thomas Marrs 
Marrs Law, PC

Mary J. Martinelli 
Downey Brand LLP 

Wazhma Mojaddidi 
Mojaddidi Law 

Mary C. Molinaro 
Law Office of Mary Molinaro 

Keeley L. Nickelson 
Rojas Family Law, Inc. 

Elizabeth N. Niemi 
Law Office of Elizabeth N. Niemi 

Robert J. O’Hair 
Woodruff, O’Hair, Posner  
& Salinger, Inc. 

John P. O’Malley 
Delfino Madden O’Malley  
Coyle & Koewler LLP 

Julia Perkovich 
Perkovich Law Office 

Kelly L. Pope 
Downey Brand LLP 

Matthew K. Purcell 
Purcell Stowell PC 

Angelina Ray 
Pacem Tempestate Law, APC 

Tara M. Rojas 
Rojas Family Law, Inc. 

Linda D. States 
States Family Law 

Brooke N. Stephens 
Merus Law 

Michelle L. Stowell 
Purcell Stowell PC 

Sara S. Thompson 
Law Office of Sara S. Thompson 

Stephen J. Wagner 
Dick & Wagner 

Diane E. Wasznicky 
Bartholomew & Wasznicky LLP 

FOOD &  
AGRICULTURE LAW 
Corey M. Day 
Stoel Rives LLP 

Max Fujii 
Stoel Rives LLP 

John C. McCarron 
Downey Brand LLP 

Dale A. Stern 
Downey Brand LLP 

GENERAL 
LITIGATION 
Annie S. Amaral 
Downey Brand LLP 

Bradley A. Benbrook 
Hick Thomas LLP 

Andrew T. Caulfield 
Caulfield Law Firm 

Eliezer M. Cohen 
Gavrilov & Brooks 

Patrick Gihana      
LAW OFFICES OF PATRICK GIHANA
PRACTICE AREA : Immigration  

I CHOSE THIS AREA OF LAW BECAUSE:  I 
wanted to fight for the fair and humane treat-
ment of immigrants. This cause is dear to my 
heart given my own background. I am a child 
of refugee parents, and I have lived as an 
immigrant in many countries prior to coming 
to America. 

MY FIRST JOB WAS : Clerk, driver, tech  
support and everything my dad wanted me  
to do at his law firm. I learned a lot from  
that experience.

BESIDES MY FAMILY, THE THREE THINGS I 
LOVE THE MOST ARE : Traveling, connecting 
with people on a deeper level and trying and 
learning new things. 

I UNWIND FROM A LONG DAY BY: Exercising 
like running, biking and playing tennis. That’s 
the official answer. In reality though, watching 
TikTok videos and the latest Twitter feud  
work as well. 

ONE OF THE ITEMS ON MY BUCKET LIST IS : 
Walking Spain’s famous pilgrimage trail,  
El Camino de Santiago.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE I WOULD GIVE TO MY 
YOUNGER SELF: Relax, because no one has  
it figured out.
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Louis A. Gonzalez Jr. 
Weintraub Tobin 

Michael J. Kuzmich 
Boutin Jones Inc. 

Jeffrey E. Levine 
Matheny Sears Linkert  
& Jaime, LLP 

Richard Stone Linkert 
Matheny Sears Linkert  
& Jaime, LLP 

J. Gage Marchini 
Stoel Rives LLP 
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Hansen Kohls Sommer  
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Shawn C. Loorz
LEVANGIE LAW GROUP 
PRACTICE AREA : General Litigation 

I KNEW I WANTED TO BE A LAW YER WHEN:  I 
did Mock Trial in high school and wanted more!

A COMMON MISCONCEPTION ABOUT LITIGA-
TORS : Is that we pick fights and create prob-
lems. We find solutions for problems. Disagree-
ments and conflict often happen along the way, 
but the end goal is always to solve the problem.

IF I WASN’T A LAW YER, I WOULD BE : An  
intelligence analyst or detective. 

I UNWIND FROM A LONG DAY BY: Going for a 
trail run. I’m most relaxed with a high heart rate 
and dirt under my feet.

PEOPLE MIGHT BE SURPRISED TO KNOW 
THAT LAW YERS : Need to have creative minds! 
Strategy is not always predictable or obvious, 
and good lawyers are constantly innovating 
solutions that fit the situation in front of them.

ONE OF THE ITEMS ON MY BUCKET LIST IS:  
To run a 100-mile race and/or the Zion Traverse.

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE I WOULD GIVE TO MY 
YOUNGER SELF IS: Lose the long sideburns—
they do not look as cool as you think they do. 

Alice Kessler   
GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP
PRACTICE AREA : Government Law and Policy 

I KNEW I WANTED TO BE A LAW YER WHEN:  My 
mother said, “You can choose between being a 
lawyer or a doctor. Which one do you pick?”

I CHOSE THIS AREA OF LAW BECAUSE : The 
legislative and public policy arenas lend them-
selves to dynamic and creative strategies for 
clients, and the stakes are typically high. Call it a 
lot of things, but it is never boring!

BESIDES MY FAMILY, THE THREE THINGS I 
LOVE THE MOST ARE : Being an out and proud 

member of the LGBTQ+ community, giving 
back to that community through avenues such 
as my service on the board of directors for the 
CARES Foundation, and spreading compassion 
and kindness in as many small ways as I can 
each day.   

I UNWIND FROM A LONG DAY BY: Listening to 
music on my commute home, usually the stuff 
my family refuses to let me play when they are in 
the car with me!

PEOPLE MIGHT BE SURPRISED TO KNOW THAT 
LAW YERS : Often struggle with depression and 
substance abuse.

ONE OF THE ITEMS ON MY BUCKET LIST IS: 
Visiting the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. 



74  SACRAMENTO MAGAZINE 
August 2023  

Daniel V. Kohls 
Hansen Kohls Sommer  
& Jacob LLP 

John A. Mason 
Gurnee Mason Rushford  
Bonotto and Forestiere LLP 

Port J. Parker 
Parker Taylor Law Group 

Natalie P. Vance 
Klinedinst PC 

LEGISLATIVE & 
GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS 
Alice L. Kessler 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Patrick Shannon 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Stan O. Van Vleck 
Downey Brand LLP 

LITIGATION:  
BANKING AND 
FINANCE 
Robert S. McWhorter 
Buchalter, APC 

LITIGATION: 
COMMERCIAL 
Meghan M. Baker 
Downey Brand LLP 

Corey M. Day 
Stoel Rives LLP 

David Diepenbrock 
Weintraub Tobin 

Suliman Khan 
Parker Taylor Law Group 

Josiah M. Prendergast 
Weintraub Tobin 

LITIGATION: 
CONSTRUCTION 
Dustin M. Amrein 
Downey Brand LLP 

Benjamin J. Codog III 
Stoel Rives LLP 

Daniel M. Steinberg 
Weintraub Tobin 

LITIGATION: 
INSURANCE 
Kaitlyn M. Bigoni 
Parker Taylor Law Group 

Daniel J. Foster 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

Shawn C. Loorz 
LeVangie Law Group 

Darcy L. Muilenburg 
DSR Health Law 

LITIGATION: 
INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY 
Michael J. Thomas 
Downey Brand LLP 

MEDIATION 
Edward J. Corey Jr. 
Weintraub Tobin 

Ernest A. Long 
Ernest A. Long ADR 

Brandon McKelvey 
Medina McKelvey LLP 

Donald R. Person 
JAMS 

MEDICAL 
MALPRACTICE 
William L. Brelsford 
Brelsford Androvich & White 

William C. Callaham 
Wilcoxen Callaham, LLP 

Adriana C. Cervantes 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

Thomas J. Doyle 
Schuering Zimmerman  
& Doyle, LLP 

Sarah C. Gosling 
Schuering Zimmerman  
& Doyle, LLP 

Michelle C. Jenni 
Wilcoxen Callaham, LLP 

Nicholas Leonard 
Ikuta Hemesath LLP 

Neal C. Lutterman 
Wilke Fleury LLP 

Mark Muro 
Muro & Lampe, Inc. 

Dominique A. Pollara 
Pollara Law Group 

Eric J. Ratinoff 
Eric Ratinoff Law Corp. 

Ian A. Scharg 
Schuering Zimmerman  
& Doyle, LLP 

David E. Smith 
Smith Zitano Law Firm 

Kat Todd 
Schuering Zimmerman  
& Doyle, LLP 

Barry Vogel 
LaFollette Johnson 

R. Parker White 
Brelsford Androvich & White 

Daniel E. Wilcoxen 
Wilcoxen Callaham, LLP 

MERGERS & 
ACQUISITIONS 
Christopher Chediak 
Weintraub Tobin 

Brooke E. Condran 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Michael De Angelis 
Weintraub Tobin 

Michelle Rowe Hallsten 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 

Eric J. Stiff 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard  
& Smith LLP 

Ashley West 
Carter West 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS 
Cameron L. Hess 
Wagner Kirkman Blaine 
Klomparens & Youmans LLP 

Danielle Lawrence 
Law Office of Tyler Q. Dahl 

Nancy P. Lee 
Nancy P. Lee, PC 

Dale A. Stern 
Downey Brand LLP 

Ashley West 
Carter West 

PERSONAL INJURY 
GENERAL 
Joseph Anthony Androvich 
Brelsford Androvich & White 

Brian P. Azemika 
Law Office of Brian P. Azemika 

Joseph J. Babich 
Dreyer Babich Buccola  
Wood Campora, LLP 

Robert B. Bale 
Dreyer Babich Buccola  
Wood Campora, LLP 

Robert A. Buccola 
Dreyer Babich Buccola  
Wood Campora, LLP 

Chuck Caraway 
Del Rio & Caraway PC 

Daniel Del Rio 
Del Rio & Caraway PC 

John Demas 
Demas Law Group, PC 

Ryan L. Dostart 
Dreyer Babich Buccola  
Wood Campora, LLP 

Roger A. Dreyer 
Dreyer Babich Buccola  
Wood Campora, LLP 

Kevin L. Elder 
Penney & Associates 

Justin M. Gingery 
Gingery Hammer &  
Schneideman Law Group 

Hank G. Greenblatt 
Dreyer Babich Buccola  
Wood Campora, LLP 

Glenn Guenard 
Guenard & Bozarth LLP 

Seth T. Madden 
Penney & Associates 

David P. Mastagni 
Mastagni Holstedt, APC

Phillip R.A. Mastagni 
Mastagni Holstedt, APC

Jordan Maurer 
Maurer Law Corporation 

Eric S. Meyer 
Meyer Injury Lawyers 

Robert Nelsen 
Tower Legal Group 

Bryan Nettels 
Gavrilov & Brooks 

Daniel L. Osier 
Mastagni Holstedt, APC

Priscilla M. Parker 
Gavrilov & Brooks 

Sean M. Patrick 
Law Offices of  
Sean M. Patrick 

Frederick W. Penney 
Penney & Associates 

Robert Allen Piering 
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Jeffrey M. Schaff        
SCHAFF LAW GROUP, INC.
PRACTICE AREA : Personal Injury

I CHOSE MY AREA OF PRACTICE BECAUSE : 
It was the best intersection of my interests: 
trying cases and helping people. 

THE FUNNIEST THING THAT EVER  
HAPPENED TO ME PROFESSIONALLY: One 
of the first civil cases that I tried involved an 
escaped cow.

A COMMON MISCONCEPTION ABOUT 
PERSONAL INJURY LAW : Personal injury law 
is more than billboards and big jury verdicts. 
There is a great deal of empathy and guid-
ance needed in our practice. 

MY FIRST JOB WAS : At Folsom Outlets selling 
kitchen products. 

IF I WASN’T A LAW YER, I WOULD BE : A 
teacher, an architect or a park ranger. 

BESIDES MY FAMILY, THE THREE THINGS I 
LOVE THE MOST ARE : Cooking, eating and 
afternoon naps. 

I UNWIND FROM A LONG DAY BY: Sipping 
bourbon on the couch with my dogs. 

PEOPLE MIGHT BE SURPRISED TO KNOW 
THAT LAW YERS : Have the best lawyer jokes. 

ONE OF THE ITEMS ON MY BUCKET LIST IS : 
Diving with sharks. 

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE I WOULD GIVE TO MY 
YOUNGER SELF IS : The measure of success 
is how you define it. 
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Louis A. Gonzalez Jr.        
WEINTRAUB TOBIN
PRACTICE AREA : Litigation and  
Real Estate Litigation

I KNEW I WANTED TO BE A LAW YER WHEN : 
My high school English teacher told me to stop 
arguing with her—and that I should be a lawyer.   

I CHOSE THIS AREA OF LAW BECAUSE : It’s in-
teresting, complicated and creative. I am always 
amazed by how much benefit clients bring to 
the community when they create new buildings, 
homes, shops and services.

A COMMON MISCONCEPTION ABOUT REAL  
ESTATE LAW : Is that it is limited to residential 
real estate. I practice commercial real estate 
law and litigation, and that involves land, devel-
opment and commercial buildings.

MY FIRST JOB WAS : Paper boy. I “inherited” a 
couple of routes from my cousins, so it was go-
go-go from the very beginning.

BESIDES MY FAMILY, THE THREE THINGS I 
LOVE THE MOST ARE : My friends, the outdoors 
and my dog, although not always in that order!

ONE PIECE OF ADVICE I WOULD GIVE TO MY 
YOUNGER SELF IS : It’s all going to work out.




